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ñWhile We Waitò 
Our new year of worship and life together as the church has already begun! Did 

you realize that? We kicked off "Advent" (from the Latin "adventus" meaning 

"come") with a very festive "Hanging of the Greens" dinner with crafts, and a 

service of hymns while hanging symbols of the season on our "Chrismon 

Tree." The church calendar of seasons mark the birth, life, and ministry of   

Jesus through Easter resurrection. The seasons continue from 

Pentecost-celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit-which 

launched the early church apostles to spread the Kingdom of 

God as the "Good News" desperately needed by a broken 

world. 

We began Advent with a new series, "While We Wait," tak-

ing us through Christmas Sunday morning. Our pastors will 

share messages from the prophetic roots of the rescue mission 

of God that culminated in the birth of Jesus of  Nazareth, the 

awaited Jewish Messiah, and Savior of the World! 

We encourage you to gather with us for worship services through December to hear 

and experience Christ's Spirit and renew your spirit. If you would like to join in a 

small group study on this material, please contact the church office and leave a 

message or turn in a connection card during one of our Sunday morning services. 

Join us as we help one another get ready for Christmas. - Pastor Greg Doss 

Upcoming Messages 

December 4 άWhile We Wait:  2. Finding a Homeέ 

December 11  άWhile We Wait:  3. The Wonder of Being Soughtέ 

December 18  Cantata:  άGo Sing It On The Mountainέ  

December 24  άWhile We Wait: 4. Wrestling with Mysteryέ 

December 25  άWelcome To Our Worldέ  
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"Activate" Missions Conference Kick-Off on Jan 28 

The Mission Society will facilitate an Activate 
Conference for our 60+ North East District congrega-
tions that will support the continued expansion of 
our churchΩs outreach and will ignite a passion for 
missional life and service among our congregation. 
Interested churches can also receive coaching to   

develop a mission action plan, including how to develop partnerships and expand funding of mission 
ministry. All leaders and others interested in missions please join us at 8:30 am at Beach Church on 
Saturday, January 28.  Registration required (includes lunch). Contact Pastor Greg or David or the 
church office so we can make arrangements as a group. 

Annual Christmas Offering for Christ's Mission 
We look forward to another generous Christmas Eve of services where we celebrate praise of the 
greatest gift ever received in this world, the infant Savior of the World, Jesus Christ. In cele-
brating God's priceless gift for our salvation, we are moved to join in generous and joyful giving to 
bless others with resources to build up and bless lives in the power of Jesus' loving name. This 
yearΩs Christmas Eve offerings will be equally distributed among four wonderful missions:  Hart 
Felt Ministries, Faithful Servant Missions, The Madison Youth Ranch (ChildrenΩs Home) and The 
Cuban Methodist Church project in Camaguey. 

ñChange for Cubaò              
 at work in La Sierra  

Did you know all loose change in the offering each 

Sunday is given to our sister church La Sierra in Cuba? 

Small amounts of money given by many can accom-

plish great things. 
 

¶ We funded Pastor BiancoΩs soccer team; 18 soccer 

players are now attending worship 

¶ We funded a bike; mission work is ongoing in 

nearby Hershey 

¶ We funded stairs to the roof of the sanctuary 

 

Jeff Ashby stopped in at La Sierra last month. 
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We Gave 247 Christmas Boxes for 
Children Around the World! 
"Operation Christmas Child" project: our church collected 247 shoe boxes 
of gifts to share across the planet this year with the love of Jesus! We 
surpassed last year's total of 175! Well done all! 

Angel Tree Partnering with Webster Elementary School, 
Ponte Vedra UMC looks forward to providing children with much 
needed clothing items or wished for gifts to brighten their Christmas 
season.  Our Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary has pink and blue      
angels affixed to the branches.  Each angel has information on a child 
identified by the school άat riskέ or in a family with reduced circumstances.  
Please select an angel, purchase (and wrap if desired) your items, 
place in a large bag with your angel attached, and place the bag     
under the Angel Tree on December 11th. The gifts for your chosen 
angel will be delivered to Webster School on December 13th.  Is 
there any better way to share GodΩs Love for us than by caring for 
and giving hope to a child in need?  For additional information, 
please contact Sharon Kehoe at 834-3765, Laura Lovett, lllovett@attt.net 
or Nancy Rice-Hill, nancyrice-hill@att.net. 

Blessings in a Backpack needs Peanut Butter 

Wondering what to do with the extra jar of peanut butter you received 
in your άBuy One-Get Oneέ free purchase?  We will use it to feed kids 
over the Christmas break! During the school year children in need re-
ceive breakfast and lunch as part of a school program, but these meals 
are not available when school is not in session.  If you have an extra 

jar of peanut butter or would  like to purchase one for Ponte Vedra UMCΩs .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ .ŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ 
ministry, please leave it in the Future Pre-School room.  Contact Sharon Kehoe at 834-3765, Laura 
Lovett, lllovett@attt.net or Phyllis Monie, pcmonie@yahoo.com for more information. 

Youth Mission Blitz, December 2 - 4 
Our Ponte Vedra UMC students blitzed the community with loving 
service!  Our weekend began with book wrapping on Friday night.  
Saturday we served at Avante at Jacksonville Beach, and then pre-
pared gifts for kids at the ChildrenΩs Hospital.  Sunday was our 
sandwich handout and clean up at the Jacksonville Zoo.  Each even-
ing we worshipped together, with the church open for students to spend 
the night if desired.  If you are interested in helping or can plan a meal 
for us next time, please contact Kelly Minter, kelly1.minter@pv-umc.org.  
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Christmas Services Schedule 

We are excited to have three services on Saturday,    
December 24 (4:00, 5:30, 7:00 pm), and a combined Sun-
day service on Christmas Day, December 25, at 10:00 am. 
Our first Christmas Eve service will be geared for children 
and their families. Our second and third services will enjoy 
the "Lessons and Carols" format, with candlelight singing to 
close all three gatherings. Plan to join us then on Christmas 
Sunday morning when we experience a special time for 
thankful celebration and prayer for blessing our gifts. We   
encourage all children to bring one special present they      

received, and to come forward when invited for a prayer of blessing with our pastors. 

On November 11 our UMW group provided a Thanksgiving    
dinner for more than 60 people at the mission outreach, 
άDining with Dignity.έ It was a memorable evening for 
counting our blessings as we shared with others.  

November 19 was the last United Methodist Women 
meeting of this calendar year. Our NE Florida District Presi-
dent Glenda Speckilmier and Treasurer Libby Creech present-
ed  a program to increase our awareness of άThe Journey of 
UMW Pledge to Mission.έ How appropriate, as this was our 
end of the year άemptying the treasury.έ We retain only a 

minimal amount to begin the next UMW year. Combining donations during the year with our end 
of year giving, 19 mission outreaches were distributed locally, nationally and internationally.  

On December 4 we served dinner to our Family Promise guests.  

Our first UMW meeting of 2017 will offer a prayer breakfast on Saturday, January 14 when Pastor 
Donna Bowen will install our 2017 officers.  

Congratulations to the 2017 UMW officers:   Jennie Dorsey, President, Carolin Skordas, Vice 
President, Denise Durden, Secretary, and Bobbie League, Treasurer. 

With appreciation to our church family, we thank you for your continued support. We wish you a 
merry Christmas and a joyfully happy new year. 

Family Bunko Night, Friday, January 20 

Bunko is a fun dice game that requires no skill;  just a little luck and lots of laughs! Fun for the    
entire family and is a great opportunity to get to know each other!  Pot luck dinner will begin at 
6:30pm. Please bring a casserole, salad or dessert enough for six people.  Drinks will be provided.  
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Our Faithfulness for October 2016 

Tithes & Offering $  55,107 

Other Income $            0 

Less Expenses $  61,139 

October Income/(Deficit) $   (6,033) 

YTD Income/(Deficit)*  $ (34,802) 

General Fund Giving  
Designated Funds                                                         

Mission Funds 

$18,025 

Enhancement Fund 

   $2,282 

Memorials 

$6,284 

Building Fund 

  $204,285 

Capital Reserves 

 $33,335 

Endowments 

$10,102 

General Fund 

Needed Weekly 2016 

$  15,260 

November 2016: Giving & Attendance 

Date 9:30 

Worship 

11:00 

Worship 

General  

Fund 

Giving 

Missions 

Giving 

Designated 

Giving 

11/6 105 125 $13,674 $1,482 $0 

10/13 134 131 $19,111 $1,506 $600 

11/20 150 135 $26,824 $2,730 $265 

11/27 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

114 

98 

124 $10,161 $524 $50 

 

      
Average weekly worship attendance:  279 

Amount owed on building:  $1,618,205 

What if we had a way for you to easily learn who 
is in our Church Family? We Do! 
We already have an excellent tool for you to get better acquainted with one another, putting faces 
with names and locating and contacting each other: the "Instant Church Direc-
tory" app. It is available on all smart phones and tablets, and online using our 
church website (pv-umc.org). Hint: how do you suppose Pastor Greg can spell 
your name correctly? hǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ κ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊπ
ǾƛŎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘΦ Our Lay Leader, Charles Lovings, will have hand and ready 
to capture your radiant smiles. Watch for details when you arrive for ser-
vices or ask a greeter with a red ribbon or  name tag. Note: we welcome regular partici-
pants as well as members. 

Our staff and musicians have served us well this year. If youΩd like to bless them with a monetary 
gift at Christmastime, please designate your gift άStaff giftέ and turn it in by Tuesday, December 
15 to the office or through the weekly offering. 

An Opportunity to Bless Our Staff and Musicians 

http://pv-umc.org
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Childrenôs Ministries 
SPECIAL THANKS to all who brought wonderful food for our covered dish meal and to those who 
helped in the kitchen, and special thanks to Kelly Minter and the youth with adult volunteers who 
led the Advent crafts for children, and special thanks to all who colored our Advent Mural which will 
be hung for the Christmas Eve services, and all who had  a part in decorating the sanctuary and par-
ticipating in the Hanging of the Green service.   
 

CIA (Children in Action) will meet on Wednesday, December 7 and 14 before taking a break for 
the holidays.  Bring a snack supper and drink and we will eat together.  We will be wrapping books 
to go with cards to Blessings in a Backpack students for the holidays.  Kindergarten-2nd grade:  5:00
-6:30 and 3rd-5th grades:  6:00-6:30.  Email mmbarbour38@gmail.com. 
 

CIA and Kingdom Kids packed 54 of the 247 total boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  And, they 
prepared a large Thanksgiving Basket for a family's Thanksgiving Dinner. 
 

Each Sunday during the Advent season you are invited to place hay in the manger at the back of the 
sanctuary to represent your Random Acts of Christmas Kindness.  Each Sunday we will light a candle 
on the Advent Wreath as we prepare for the coming of Christ.    

1. Make holiday decorations for others. 

2. Make an άI Love Youέ card for a family member. 

3. Invite a classmate to play with you on the playground or call 
 a friend. 

4. Give someone a compliment. 

5. Give up your spot in line at a store. 

6. Send a personal note to a family member or friend. 

7. Donate books you no longer need. 

8. Tell jokes to make someone smile. 

9.  Leave money for soda on a soda machine with a  
 άнп Random Acts of Christmas Kindnessέ card. 

10. Bring coffee or tea to your teachers or co-workers. 

11. Help someone do a chore or other job. 

12. Pay for someone elseΩs coffee or meal. 

13. Give someone you know a hug and wish them 
 Merry Christmas. 

14. Take in your neighbors recycle bin and/or trash bin. 

15. Buy hot cocoa or coffee for a Salvation Army 
 bell ringer. 

16. Go caroling with someone.  

17. Donate toys to a childrenΩs hospital or Toys for Tots. 

18. Leave a popcorn surprise for a neighbor to find. 

19. Put money in the Salvation Army bucket. 

20. Make holiday decorations for others. 

21. Feed the birds and/or make a bird food ornament. 

22. Go walk or drive around and see Christmas lights  

23. Smile and wish someone a Merry Christmas. 

24. Read the Christmas story to or with someone. 

25. Celebrate and rejoice the miracle of Christmas. 

 Both services Sunday, Dec 18 

mailto:mmbarbour38@gmail.com
http://www.coffeecupsandcrayons.com/bird-food-ornament-craft-kids/
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 

Special Thanks to... 

C 

C 

C 

      Our students who helped with the Kids Crafting before Hanging of the Greens 
      Felipe Hanel, Symantha Berry, David Hall, and Ian Keller for helping to lead with readings at 

Hanging of the Greens 
      Our amazing youth volunteers who are behind the scenes, making everything work! 

Costa Rica Team Meeting Sunday, December 11.    We will handle 
questions and choose flights, as well as deal with some preliminary instructions.  Please bring a par-
ent with you!  

Caroling and Fast Food Progressive Dinner December 14.  We 
will meet at the church at 5:00pm and go caroling to some church members.  We will then proceed 
to our fast food progressive dinner, where we go to one store for drinks, another for appetizers, an-
other for our main dish, and one final place for dessert (if time allows).  We will be back to the 
church by 8:30pm.  Each student should bring $15 with them that evening.   

Sign up to Provide Sunday Night Dinners!  A huge thank you to every-
one who signed up to provide dinners this summer.  We are currently signing up dinners from be-
ginning in January. This is a great way to support our youth ministry!  Contact Kelly if you want to 
sign up for this, or click this link! http://tinyurl.com/kvdfqbq    

Boy Scouts Troop 288 holds ñCourt of Honorò 

Congratulations to all the scouts receiving recognition at the November 28 
"Court of Honor" ceremony hosted by our church. Our own David Hall was 
recognized for achieving merit badges and promotion. Congratulations  
David and the Hall family! Our congregation is proud to sponsor multiple 
scout organizations, providing space for meetings as a way to partner 
with our community. We support this excellent organization for developing 
character and life skills for leadership and service.  

Kirby Smith Middle School Needs                                     
 Science Fair Judges 

Kirby Smith Middle School is in need of judges for the student body (grades 6, 7, & 8) science fair.  
Kirby Smith is a magnet school for students interested in math and science. Students receive a core 
curriculum along with accelerated and gifted curriculums. They are seeking judges who have had a 
career in engineering, math, chemistry, technology or in a similar field.  Judging will begin Tues-
day, December 20 from 2:00pm - 4:00pm. The school is located at 2034 Hubbard Street, Jackson-
ville, Florida. For more information please contact Ann Cook, 285-0579 or anncook111@gmail.com. 

http://tinyurl.com/kvdfqbq
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The Daniel Plan Program Returns, January 2017 

The άDaniel Planέ is a groundbreaking healthy lifestyle program founded on bibli-
cal principles and focused on ¢ƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴǝŀƭǎΥ CŀƛǘƘΣ CƻƻŘΣ CƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ CƻŎǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ The program offers an innovative approach to achieving a healthy lifestyle where 
people get better together by optimizing their health in each of these life areas. Each      
essential supports and influences the others, offering a practical step-by-step approach 
for anyone to follow. 

We look at more than just food and fitness. We integrate three additional compo-
nents; faith, the foundation; friends, the context; focus, the direction and pur-
pose. The Daniel Plan involves your mind, your spirit, your soul and your body – 
getting all these elements working together to provide a way to long lasting changes 
we all desire.  Watch for up sheets and detailed information when  available.  You 
can check out this program at danielplan.com 

Reading Through The Bible in One Year for 2017 
So have you ever read through the entire Bible? Considering all the possible New Year's resolutions for com-
mitment to new beginnings, we invite you to consider engaging the gift that is God's revealed heart to the 
world: the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. As a foundational spiritual practice to 
start your new year with a solid approach to living well in 2017, consider deciding to read together with your 
church family through the entire Bible in a year. We will use the reading plans available for free via the      
BibleGateway.com website and smart device apps. Each month's daily readings schedule will also be pro-
vided in the monthly "Wave" newsletter. 

 


